e-polis
Europe for Citizens
This programme supports a wide range of activities and organisations promoting “active European citizenship”, especially the involvement of citizens and civil society organisations in the process of European integration.
Action 2 - Active civil society in Europe / Measure 3: Support to projects initiated by civil society organisations
This action supports civil society organisations, as unique links between European citizens and the European Union. Civil society organisations at European, national, regional and local levels are important elements of citizens' active participation in society and help to invigorate all aspects of public life. European public policy research organisations have a specific role to play in providing ideas and reflections on European issues, on active European citizenship or on European values and in feeding the debate at European level.
The priorities for 2012 shall focus on two broad and fundamental axes:
· On one hand, the promotion of European citizenship and democracy, comprising the development of understanding of the EU, its values and what it brings to citizens daily lives;

· and on the other hand, feeding the direct and current interest of citizens into the European political agenda.

Associazione Culturale Link
Link is a youth organization dealing with several European programs with the aim of promoting active citizenship, non-formal education and values such as solidarity and participation in society both at local and European level.  Since 2004 Link has carried out several projects supported by the program.
The project

The main idea is to develop a European platform for active citizenship. The platform will work like a virtual “agora’” where citizens will meet to discuss different topics which are relevant for the community. We aim to develop civic competences and stimulate effective participation through the web at 2 levels: local and European. In this way we claim the citizens’ right to have their say on political choices, but we also intend to stress participation as a duty for all. The platform will be constituted by two main rooms: My local community and My Europe. Each room will include 3 different levels of participation: 1) “As I see”, a simple chat room where every new topic can be started by citizens and everybody will be able to reply and interact; 2) “As I wish”, a space for concrete proposals and project ideas; 3) as soon as an idea gets new “partners”, it goes to the third level called “As I plan”. The proposals can start from the local dimension and, when partners will be interested in the same topic/idea/project, they will move to the European room to debate common issues, exchange knowledge and experiences and to plan concrete actions. Discussion, proposals and project can also start at European level form the very first moment, skipping the local level or either go back to the local level in a second phase after being started at European level.
The forum will be open to single citizens and to civil society organization and will be strongly linked with local end European decision-making bodies. At local level, the proposals will be discussed by citizens, after the first phase only implemented on the web, in non-virtual public meeting open to all. The most interesting proposals (the most successful ones) will be presented to the local councils of the partners municipalities and will be discussed by politicians who will give a feedback to the community. 
The same will happen at European level. The most active e-citizens will meet in at least 3 European conferences on the topic which will result the most relevant for the e-community and each conference will produce suggestions and recommendations to be sent to the European institutions. The proposal could merge into some “citizens’ initiative” actions as foreseen from April 2012 onwards.
Partners

We are looking for civil society organizations with a strong involvement and deep-rooted in their local community as well as being able to dialogue with local and regional decision makers. Partner organizations should have a clear agreement with the Municipality (or Province or Region) in which they operate, in order to assure a good implementation of the project. Moreover partners with a previous experience in the field of citizenship and IT.

Partners organization should be based in one of the following countries: Member states of the European Union: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom. The following countries have joined the Program and are therefore eligible to participate fully in all actions of the Program: Croatia, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Albania.
The program should be implemented during a 18 months period.

	Month
	1st February 2012
	Deadline for submitting applications 

	1
	September 2012
	Starting – first contacts

	2
	October 2012
	Kick-off meeting with the partners

	3
	November 2012
	Production of information material

Creation of the website

	4
	December 2012
	

	5
	January  2013
	Information dissemination in all the countries: meeting students and group of citizens, institutions, etc. to promote active participation trough the website

	6
	February 2013
	

	7
	March 2013
	

	8
	April 2013
	

	9
	May 2013
	International conference to launch the website and the project.

	10
	June 2013
	Debates on the web- creating a community of active citizens experimenting innovative forms of participation.

	11
	July 2013
	

	12
	August 2013
	

	13
	September 2013
	

	14
	October 2013
	International conference of “active citizens” – topic #1

	15
	November 2013
	International conference of “active citizens” – topic #2

	16
	December 2013
	International conference of “active citizens” – topic #3

	17
	January 2014
	

	18
	February 2014
	Final conference (organizations + citizens + institutions)

	
	
	Dissemination of results

	
	
	Final report


