ДОБРО ПОЖАЛОВАТЬ!!!
This wonderful inscription approximately means: 
We are very happy to share with you the opportunity of living and working together. The program coordinators will do their best for success of the project. We expect everyone to be ready to accept difficulties with an open mind and good sense of humor.
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 DESTINATIONS and DETAILS OF THE [image: image1.png]


ORGANIZATION “CENTER “INTIIATIVE”
“Center “Initiatve” is located in Petrozavodsk. Petrozavodsk is the capital of the Republic of Karelia. It is located in the north-west of Russia, on the banks of Lake Onega, some 400 km away from Saint-Petersburg and 1,100 km away from Moscow and 700 km away from Helsinki.  Local time is Moscow.

The foundation of Petrozavodsk is connected with the name of the emperor Peter The Great. In 1703, the same year a new Russian capital Saint-Petersburg was built, on the empty shores of Lososinka river Petrovsky Plant was founded.

Modern Petrozavodsk is a multifaceted and diverse city. It is interesting for its architecture and art, international festivals and sporting events, active, cultural and educational programs. The tourism industry in the city is developing dynamically. There are a lot of new cafes and restaurants, hotels and entertainment centers offering a modern service.

Nowadays in Petrozavodsk on the area of 113 sq. km. lives one third of the population of Karelia (about 261,987  people). The city gives approximately a half of the national income of the republic. That is provided mainly with the enterprises of machine-building, power, transport, food and light industries. There are two universities, a conservatory, 16 colleges, 49 schools, lyceums and gymnasiums (including one national gymnasium) in Petrozavodsk. Karelian Scientific Center, 5 theatres, a philharmonic society, National Library and National Archival Depository, museums and art galleries are working in the city as well.

Petrozavodsk is home to multiple confessions, including Orthodox, Muslim, Jewish, Lutheran, Protestant, and other religious communities and establishments.
Near the City
Kizhi Island, located 68 km away from the city, is a must-see once you find yourself in Petrozavodsk. The famous Kizhi church ensemble can be found here, a real masterpiece of wooden architecture of the 18th and 19th centuries, which is protected by UNESCO. All parts of this ensemble reflect the mastery and skill of ancient Russian wood architects. The central point of this ensemble is Preobrazhenskaya Church, constructed with an axe without a single nail.

Karelia, the “region of lakes”, thrills with the beauty of its nature. We strongly recommend visiting lakes Ladoga and Onega, Kivach Waterfall, Ruskeala Mountain Park, the Valaam Islands, first Russian resort “Marcial Waters”, Petroglyphs of the Onego lake and White sea.

Here you will feel comfortable and like at home – friendly people, light traffic, lots of entertainments for every taste – museums, theaters, night clubs and bars, music concerts, nature excursions, fishing, sport activities, handicraft workshops etc. 
The average temperature in Petrozavodsk in summer is 20-25 degrees above zero, in autumn and spring – about 5-15 degrees above zero and  in winter  (that begins in November and ends in March) up to 30 degrees below zero. It’s possible to swim, backpack, go rafting and fishing in summer, while in winter you can go skiing or skating.
Karelian regional non-profit organization of additional education Center “Initiative” (KROODO Center Initiative) was established in 2003. The Center “Initiative” is an organization specialized in foreign languages courses for children, young people and adults from Petrozavodsk and the Republic of Karelia, in Russian courses for foreigners, in educational and exchange programs abroad and in volunteer projects.  The Center “Initiative” has good experience of implementing local social projects aimed at promoting of volunteering and intercultural communication. 

Mission of the organization is to help young people realize their potentials for successful integration into modern society. 
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  PROJECT INFORMATION
Accommodation and food
Usually EVS volunteers  are accommodated in a host family (1 person per 1 room). Actually they have to share domestic facilities with 2-5 other volunteers or family members. But each volunteer always has separated room, because it is important to have privacy for the volunteers.  Volunteers will be able to use the kitchen and all facilities. Volunteers are provided with necessary kitchen equipment and bed-linen. 
Activities
Volunteers will participate in the following activities:
- preparing the events of the “Language Club” for young and adult people (choosing the main theme, making up the scenario, looking for interesting materials, preparing some decoration). We’re planning to organize the following events: the day of national games, the mind game for children, the international camp for children, the international summer school, the events connected to different holiday (April Fool’s Day, Earth Day), the events for children “Young Learners”, working with children from orphanages of Karelian region and children with the physical and mental disabilities. 

- preparing and carrying the series of master classes of different languages with the native speakers (English,German,Turkish,Spanish, etc.),

- preparing and carrying out the events for schoolchildren (choosing the main theme, making up the scenario, looking for interesting materials, preparing some decoration),

- organizing the work of the English Discussion Club (choosing topics, leading the discussions). 

All the volunteers are expected to participate in implementing the events of the “Language Club”. The volunteers will be free in choosing the themes and the activities of the events.

Volunteers will have all the needed facilities, for example they may use computer, laptops, notebooks, printer, stationery (paper, scissors and etc.)
The daily work with children and youth offers a wide variety of exchange possibilities (music and songs, dance, storytelling & of course, literature …). Creating an open mind and an interest in discovering other languages and countries is achieved so in a very natural way based on a daily contact and exchange - it becomes a sort of natural effect of becoming familiar with each other.
Everyday activities beside work: 
Russian volunteers and mentors try to involve the volunteers into the social and cultural life of the city. They offer the EVS volunteers different activities, such as visiting theatres, cinemas, museums, concerts, night clubs and so on. There are also a lot of interesting activities in School of the Russian language “Enjoy Russian” for example “Food party”, “Welcome party”, excursions and so on, EVS volunteers may join them.
Host families also play an important role in the everyday life of the volunteers. A lot of volunteers become good friends with the host family and continue to communicate even after the end of the project.

Volunteers have choice: they can stay in Petrozavodsk and enjoy their holidays here as there are a lot of places to visit in Karelia or visit other places in Russia, we are ready to consult them on travelling opportunities. They can use 2 days per month separately or accumulate them and use in future. It is up to them to decide what is better.
The project will give the experience of international work for the volunteers, as well as practice in communication with people from different background. During the project the volunteers will practice public presentation skills, project management, individual consulting, and work in a team. Besides the volunteers will improve their linguistic skills. The project will help volunteers to break stereotypes.
We appreciate:
- motivation to work with children and youth

- readiness to learn Russian and to communicate in Russian; (knowledge of Russian is advisable, but not obligatory. Russian language courses will be given for free).

- readiness to promote culture;

- organizing  skills; creativity and artistic skills (drawing, singing, dancing) are welcome.
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